
A resource for the city 
 

The Institute was established in 1992 by par-
tisans’ associations (ex-anti-fascist fighters), 
historians and scholars. It is part of a network 
of 66 similar institutions throughout Italy. 
The Institute’s purpose is to gather, arrange 
and make available to the public papers and 
documents on the war of liberation (from fas-
cism), on the history of the city and province 
of Venice in the twentieth century, and on po-
litical, social and cultural changes of contem-
porary society. The Institute provides consul-
tancy; endeavours to spread scientific 
knowledge; promotes research, conferences, 
seminars, meetings and debates; organizes 
exhibitions; publishes books; and works with 
local universities and institutions. In the field 
of education, the Institute acts as a point for 
services for the training of teachers and stu-
dents (as recognized by the Italian Ministry of 
Education) through the promotion of training 
and refresher courses. The Institute has it 
own specialized library and important ar-
chives on Venice in the twentieth century 
(which are unique). In its role as a keeper of 
the historical memory of Venice in the past 
century, IVESER is inspired by the values of 
peace and civil coexistence that were passed 
on in the struggle for freedom (against fas-
cism) and enshrined in the Constitution of the 
Italian Republic. 
 

The Executive Committee is made up of the 
following people:   
Giulia Abanese, Ugo Agiollo, Carlo Battain, 
Stefania Bertelli, Giulio Bobbo, Marco Borghi 
(Director), Fabrizio Ferrari, Pier Francesco 
Ghetti, Michele Gottardi, Maria Luciana 
Granzotto, Mario Isnenghi (Chairman), Rena-
to Jona, Andrea Milner, Pierangelo Molena, 
Chiara Puppini, Giovanni Sbordone, Maria 
Teresa Sega. 
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How to find us 

 
 

From the waterbus stop of either Ferrovia, Pi-
azzale Roma or San Zaccaria take Actv water-
bus Line 2 (every 10 min.) or Line 4.1 or 4.2, 
(every 20 min.) and alight at the stop of Zitelle. 
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The Library 
 

The core of the library, whose catalogue 
can be consulted online via the national li-
brary service network (www.sbn.it), con-
sists of books and publications on contem-
porary history (fascism and anti-fascism, 
the Resistance and the post-war years) 
which focus mainly on Venice and the Ve-
neto region. Thanks to some donations, the 
library has acquired precious collections on 
the history of workers’ and trade unions’ 
movements, and political, economic and 
legal thought. Altogether, including mono-
graphs, essays, booklets, bulletins, news-
papers and periodicals, the library holds in 
all about 7-8,000 items. 
 

The archives 
 

The core of the archives consists of docu-
ments donated by associations, institutions 
and individuals. In particular, it is worth not-
ing that the fund of the Federazione dei la-
voratori chimici (federation of workers in 
the chemical industries), the archives of the 
Camera del lavoro (the chamber of labour), 
the archives of the Associazione Reduci 
dalla Prigionia (association of ex-POWs), 
and the funds of political, cultural, trade-
unionist personalities, at both local and na-
tional level (including Giovanni Tonetti, 
Giuseppe Turcato, Cesco Chinello, Gian-
nantonio Paladini, Emanuele Battain). The 
archives contain some 1,000 folders. 
 

Altri servizi 
 

IVESER also provides consultancy on his-
torical, bibliographical and archival re-
search, organizes guided tours of historical 
sites, educational trips and the organization 
and promotion of cultural events. 

To become a member of IVESER 
 

Anybody sharing the aims and values of 
the Institute (as indicated in its constitution) 
can become a member upon payment of 
the annual subscription fee set by the Ex-
ecutive Committee (minimum amount: € 30 
euro). 
All members are entitled to use the library 
and the archives. Members are regularly in-
formed about the numerous activities orga-
nized by the Institute, and are entitled to 
purchase at a discount any publication ed-
ited or circulated by IVESER. 
Payment of the subscription fee and any 
donation can be made either directly at of-
fice premises of IVESER or by postal order 
(c/c nr.15370307, indicating the payee as 
the Istituto Veneziano per la Storia della 
Resistenza e della Società Contemporanea 
– IVESER). 
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